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Diarrhoea
Your Guide Dog puppy may experience episodes of changing faecal consistency during their time with you. It is important for you to know what is normal and what isn’t, and when it is necessary to seek veterinary attention. 

Stools may vary in consistency within normal healthy dogs. Things such as diet or environmental change may also affect stool consistency. This is of particular concern with puppies who are still developing their normal gut flora.

In order to help identify and describe a stool sample, we use the Waltham Faecal Scoring System. As a general guide, a grade between 2.5 to 3.5 is considered acceptable. A grade 4 or above is considered diarrhoea and should be treated.

Uncomplicated Diarrhoea
This is diarrhoea (grade 4 or above) that is not associated with other signs of being unwell such as fever, vomiting, lack of energy or loss of appetite. 
As a general rule, this is not an emergency and can be dealt with as follows:
· Advise your PDA of the occurrence, particularly if happening for more than one bowel motion
· If the next bowel motion is normal, no treatment is required – just monitor
· If continued grade 4 or above, skip next meal to allow for some GI rest
· Ensure plenty of water and encourage to drink
· Continue with Blackhawk puppy chicken but divide regular diet into smaller, more frequent feeds (4-5x daily)
· Once the diarrhoea has resolved than can return to regular feeding regime
· Start Pron8ure in morning feed
· If there is no response or the dog progresses to complicated diarrhoea then contact the PDA and/or GDC Vet team to discuss.

Complicated Diarrhoea
This is diarrhoea associated with other signs of being unwell such as fever, vomiting, lack of energy or loss of appetite. The following may also occur:
· Blood in the stool
· Persists more than 3 days despite management (dogs > 12 weeks of age)
· Persists with no improvement for more than 12 hours (puppies < 12 weeks of age)
This is considered an emergency and requires veterinary attention. Contact the GDC Veterinary team and they will advised on further action. Please collect a faecal sample so that the vet team may perform further testing if required. 
If after-hours, then take your pup to the nearest Guide Dogs approved veterinarian.
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