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[bookmark: _Toc224635980]Communication with the Guide Dogs’ Vet Team
For non-emergency care, please contact your Puppy Development Advisor (PDA) before attending a veterinary appointment. 

For emergency situations, take your puppy to the nearest emergency clinic immediately and notify Guide Dogs as soon as you can. Guide Dogs’ approved vet clinics will already have the appropriate contact details for treatment approval.

To contact the Guide Dogs Vet Team:
• Phone the Guide Dogs Centre on 4579 7555 and ask for the Vet Team.
• Ask your PDA to request a call.
• Email puppyraising@guidedogs.com.au. 

Reporting Health Concerns
When contacting your PDA or the Vet Team, please have the following ready:
• Age and weight (if known)
• Symptoms and severity
• Duration of symptoms
• Any home care already given
• Your contact details
Photos or videos can be very helpful.



[bookmark: _Toc224635981]Visiting the Vet
· Locate your nearest approved vet clinic from the list provided
· Schedule the pup’s 10 week and 14-16 week vaccination. Inform the vet clinic that the pup is a Guide Dogs puppy.
· Remember to take your vaccination vials with you in a cooler bag with ice brick

[bookmark: _Toc224635982]Setting Up Your Account
When creating your puppy’s vet account, list Guide Dogs as the owner. Ensure the clinic has your mobile number on file.
Provide the following details:
· Dog’s Name: [Dog Name] GuideDogs (e.g. Blossom GuideDogs)
· Microchip Number: Listed in this manual under Pup Details
· Guide Dogs Centre Address
[bookmark: _Toc224635983]Preparing for Appointments
What to bring:
• Puppy Raising Manual
• IDEXX pathology form (if required)
• Vaccination vials in a cool bag
• Treats for reinforcement (unless advised nil‑by‑mouth)
[bookmark: _Toc224635984]Payment
· Approved clinics bill Guide Dogs directly.
· If you must use a non‑approved clinic in an emergency, you may need to pay upfront. Keep the invoice and receipt and email them to vetinvoices@guidedogs.com.au along with an Expense Claim Form from Puppy Central.
· Please ask the vet to send the following documents together after each consultation to vetinvoices@guidedogs.com.au along with any invoices that require payment:
· Clinical Notes / Patient History
· Test results (If relevant)
· Vaccination (with vial numbers) or Sterilisation Certificate (If relevant)

All invoices are to be addressed to Edmund Sullivan, Guide Dogs NSW/ACT, PO Box 3104, Freemans Reach NSW 2756. This will ensure that accounts are finalised in a timely manner.

[bookmark: _Toc224635985]After‑Hours Guidance
· If the issue is non‑urgent, contact your PDA or the Guide Dogs Centre the next business day.
· For urgent symptoms or emergencies, visit your closest veterinary hospital immediately. The Approved vet list has a list of routine vet care clinics and emergency / after-hours clinics.
· Approved vet clinics will be able to invoice Guide Dogs directly and have contact details for Guide Dogs to discuss treatment options.
· Non-approved vet clinics – if attending a vet or emergency clinic that is not on our approved list, you may need to pay a deposit upfront and claim back from Guide Dogs.
·  If unsure, you may call your nearest approved vet clinic for advice.

[bookmark: _Toc224635986]At the Clinic
Vet environments can be overwhelming and over-stimulating for the puppy. Here are some tips to assist you with your vet visit:
· Anticipate heightened stimulation and distractions before entering the vet clinic. Be prepared to manage the puppy pulling towards other animals, smells or people.
· Take treats along with you to help build a positive association with the vet clinic and to reinforce desirable behaviour.
· Be calm and patient. Your pup may have some anxiety, so avoid punishing behaviour that may be coming from a place of fear or anxiety.
· When entering the clinic, keep the pup on a short leash, and try to engage them before you enter and as you enter the clinic.
· If possible, give yourself distance from other animals and owners that may be in the waiting room.
· Unless the pup is nil-by-mouth, use treats liberally in the beginning. This is a very challenging environment so the pup may not respond to cues or perform skills that they normally would. Reward check-ins and any attempts at known behaviours.
· Practice gentle body handling at home when health-checking and grooming the puppy to get the pup used to a routine vet exam.



[bookmark: _Toc224635987]Emergency and non-emergency vet treatment
[bookmark: _Toc224635988]Emergency Vet Care
Seek immediate veterinary attention (Approved Vet or Emergency Centre) if your dog shows any of the following:
· Severe trauma
· Eye injuries
· Suspected toxin or poison ingestion
· Ongoing vomiting or diarrhoea, especially with fever or lethargy
· Collapse, weakness, or paralysis
· Seizures
· Suspected bloat
· Shock or severe vaccine reaction
· Difficulty breathing
· Pale, blue, or yellow gums
· Straining without producing urine

If no Approved Vet is nearby, use your closest clinic and follow non‑approved vet procedures. Non‑approved vets should be used only in emergencies.

[bookmark: _Toc224635989]Non‑Emergency Vet Care
These symptoms can be seen at your closest Approved Vet or the Guide Dogs Vet Team at the earliest suitable time:
· Mild nasal or ear discharge
· Ear infections
· Minor cuts or scratches
· Minor rashes or dry skin
· Hair loss
· Frequent urination without discomfort or blood
· Occasional coughing or sneezing
· A single episode of vomiting or diarrhoea without other symptoms
· Mild lameness
Ongoing or recurring conditions should be reported to your PDA and the Vet Team. Your dog may be asked to attend a consult at the Guide Dogs Centre for any of the following:
· Recurrent skin, ear, gastrointestinal, or urinary issues
· Behavioural concerns, including comfort during vet visits
· X‑rays (unless urgent), non‑urgent surgeries, or lump removals
· Recurrent lameness for which your vet recommends imaging
· Dental concerns such as narrow‑based canines
If you are ever unsure, please reach out for guidance.

Overview: Emergency versus non-emergency vet care 
· Emergencies: Go directly to a Vet or Emergency Centre (Approved, if possible, but proceed to a non-approved vet if necessary). Notify Guide Dogs as soon as possible (but you do not need to wait for approval)
· Non‑emergency vet care: Speak to your PDA or contact the Guide Dogs vet team to discuss beforehand. Make an appointment at an approved vet clinic.
· The Vet Team welcomes pre‑booked visits at the Guide Dogs Centre. Availability may vary.
· Assistance with transporting dogs to and from the Centre is greatly appreciated.



[bookmark: _Toc224635990]Vaccinations
Vaccinations provide our pups with immunity from a range of infectious diseases that can affect both humans and animals. It is very important to ensure that your pup is appropriately protected against the core diseases (Parvovirus, Hepatitis and Distemper Virus) and that an intranasal vaccination for kennel cough is given to stimulate a rapid local mucosal immunity.
Your pup has already received its first vaccination at the Guide Dog Centre at the age of 6 weeks. However, additional booster vaccinations are required at 10 weeks, and then again between 14 and 16 weeks. Following this, the pup will only require annual vaccinations to maintain its immunity. The annual vaccination will be performed at the Guide Dogs Centre when the pup comes in for assessment.
· When you pick up your pup, you will also be collecting your pup’s vaccinations. 
It is important that the vaccinations are kept refrigerated until use. 
· Please bring a cooler bag with an ice brick in it to the Guide Dog Centre for transport home, before placing in your fridge. 
Please contact one of our Approved Veterinary Clinics to make an appointment for your pup’s vaccination, remembering to keep the vaccines cool during travel to your Veterinarian. 

	Pup’s Age
	Vaccination
	Provides Protection Against

	6 weeks
	Protech C3 (subcutaneous)
Protech C2i (subcutaneous)
	Parvovirus, Distemper, Hepatitis, Leptospirosis, Coronavirus

	10 weeks
	Protech C3 (subcutaneous)
Protech C2i (subcutaneous)
Protech Bronchi-shield III (intranasal)
	Parvovirus, Distemper, Hepatitis,
Leptospirosis, Coronavirus,
Kennel Cough, Para influenza

	14-16 weeks
	Protech C3 (subcutaneous)
	Parvovirus, Distemper, Hepatitis


Although pups at 14-16 weeks of age have had their final booster vaccination, it takes approximately 10 days for their body to build up immunity to these diseases. Pups should not be exposed to environments that may harbour these diseases (e.g. places where unvaccinated dogs may urinate and defecate), until 10 days after vaccination. 
Prior to the pup developing full immunity, if visiting the homes of family or friends with dogs, you may take the pup along to socialise as long as the resident dogs are fully vaccinated.
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[bookmark: _Toc224635991]Poisonous, Toxic and Hazardous Items
[bookmark: _Toc224635992]General Items
There are a number of commonly found household products that are poisonous to dogs. Poisoning can occur through the ingestion, inhalation or even just touching the product. These products include, but are certainly not limited to;
· Garden herbicides and insecticides 
· Antifreeze 
· Household cleaners including Bleach 
· Mothballs 
· Rat Bait 
· Snail Bait 
· Certain human medications both prescription and over the counter products 
If your pup has ingested any of the above items, take the pup to the vet immediately as it is an emergency and time is critical.
[bookmark: _Toc224635993]Human Food
There are a number of human foods that if ingested by pups, can cause illness including vomiting and diarrhoea, and may even result in death. These dangerous foods often contain chemicals that the pup’s digestive system is not equipped to deal with.
Please ensure pups are not fed any of the foodstuffs listed below, and that your bins that may contain human food scraps are secured away from the pup. These foods include; 
· Chocolate and cocoa products
· Coffee and Caffeine, energy drinks
· Onions, Garlic, Shallots, Leeks, Chives
· Grapes and Raisins
· Xylitol (artificial sweetener in a variety of products or medications)
· Alcohol
· Macadamia Nuts
· Fatty foods and cooked bones
· Green potatoes, tomato plants
· Avocado
· Dairy (intolerance, not true toxicity)
· Coconut Oil
· Large amounts of Salt or Salty Snack Foods
· Yeast Dough
If you suspect that your pup has eaten any of the above items, please take note of the time and amount ingested and contact our Guide Dog Centre Veterinary Team, or one of our Approved Veterinary Clinics.
 
[bookmark: _Toc224635994]Poisonous Plants  
There are a number of plants and flowers that can affect the health of pups. The effect of these on the pup will differ depending on the plant, and which part of the plant the pup ingested or came into contact with.

These include, but are not limited to; gastrointestinal irritation (vomiting, diarrhea), drooling, loss of appetite, kidney and liver damage, depression of the central nervous system, convulsions, cardiac abnormalities, and death.
 Please ensure that your pup does not have access to any potentially dangerous plants. We recommend either removing, or fencing off potentially dangerous plants from pups. 
For a comprehensive list of the most frequently encountered plants that have been reported to affect the health of pets, visit the US Animal Welfare Organisation (ASPCA) website. 
Some of the most common plants and flowers to keep your eyes open for include;
· Aloe Vera
· Amaryllis 
· Azalea  
· Baby’s Breath 
· Begonia 
· Carnations 
· Castor Bean 
· Chrysanthemum
· Cyclamen 
· Daffodil 
· Gladiola 
· Hosta 
· Ivy  
· Lilies 
· Milkweed 
· Morning Glory 
· Oleander 
· Poinsettia 
· Pothos 
· Rhododendron 
· Sago Palm 
· Tomato Plant 
· Tulip/Narcissus 
· Yew
The above lists are not complete, so if you are unsure about a product, food or plant that your pup has eaten, please contact our Guide Dog Centre Veterinary Team, or one of our Approved Veterinary Clinics for advice. 


[bookmark: _Toc224635995]Diarrhoea Protocol
[bookmark: _Toc192833006][bookmark: _Toc224635996]Diarrhoea in Pups
There are many causes of diarrhoea in puppies. In our pups, we have protocols around preventatives and vaccinations that make infective causes of diarrhoea uncommon. So the most common cause of diarrhoea in our pups is stress. Mild, short lived stress with adequate emotional support can improve the resilience in pups, but prolonged stress, especially at times when the pup does not have support will be detrimental to pup welfare, in the form of disease or poor behaviour development.
This stress can be from
1. Cold or Heat Stress – the zone at which adult dogs do not need to expend energy to maintain their temperature is 20-30oC. Outside these temperatures their body is working to maintain a normal body temperature. For puppies the range is smaller. A room temperature of 22-23oC is ideal for any pup over 2 weeks.
2. Noise Stress – Unusual or loud noises can cause stress to pups.
3. Inadequate emotional support – most pups do best when loved! Talk to them, cuddle them, and make them feel loved. If they are showing signs of not enjoying the attention, then allow them to be alone.
4. Too much attention – some pups do not enjoy cuddles. Give the pups the choice to remove themselves if they feel uncomfortable. 
5. Inability to sleep – puppies are like babies and require large amounts of sleeping time. Limit the amount of time that the pups have visitors.
6. Rapid changes in the environment – changes like transporting the pups can cause stress. If this is to occur, ensure other methods of support are available to the pups and other stressors are not added on.
7. Overcrowding – ensure all pups have enough space, and separate pups into smaller groups as they mature to enable this and reduce bullying.
[bookmark: _Toc192833007]Diarrhoea in Litter, No blood, Pups Otherwise Well.
If a litter develops diarrhoea but is still bright and happy, not vomiting and there is no blood in the stools, please do the following
1. Lectade™ – give 1/2 strength Lectade™ in a separate water bowl to the litter and ensure all pups are drinking. Lectade™ will provide fluids, electrolytes and glucose. If they are drinking excessively, then reduce to 1/4 strength Lectade™. Always ensure there is fresh water available, too.
2. Blackhawk Puppy chicken – continue with same diet (feed through diarrhoea) but divide regular feed into smaller, more frequent meals. 
3. Pron8ureTM – 1gm/day on morning feed. 
4. Ensal™ - Ensal™ can be given if the diarrhoea is a grade 5, or a grade 4.5 and not responding to the above measures after 24 hours. Give twice daily for 2 days.

[bookmark: _Toc192833008]G5 Diarrhoea in Litter, Blood present, Pups Otherwise Well.
If a litter develops diarrhoea, is still bright and happy, not vomiting, but there is blood present in the stools, please do the following
1. Lectade™ – give 1/2 strength Lectade™ in a separate water bowl to the litter and ensure all pups are drinking. Lectade™ will provide fluids, electrolytes and glucose. If they are drinking excessively, then reduce to 1/4 strength Lectade™. Always ensure there is fresh water available, too.
2. Blackhawk Puppy chicken – continue with same diet (feed through diarrhoea) but divide regular feed into smaller, more frequent meals. 
3. Pron8ureTM – 1gm/day on morning feed. 
4. Scourban™ - Scourban™ can be given if there is blood in the stools. In pups this generally only happens with G5 diarrhoea. Give twice daily for 3 days. Stop if the faeces have been normal for 24 hours as it can cause constipation.


[bookmark: _Toc192833009]G5 diarrhoea, Pup unwell, Possible vomiting
If a pup is unwell, visit the vet team. If the vet room is closed, call or text the vet on call or email GDC- Vet Team.
If you are concerned and cannot contact the vet, take the pup to Quakers Hill Vets or Vineyard Vets. Do not wait until you are about to leave for the night.
With pups, they most commonly will become lethargic because of dehydration, electrolyte loss or lack of glucose. Very rarely, they can develop an intussusception where the bowel can become compromised. These pups are very flat, usually vomit many times, have abdominal pain and do not respond to fluids or simple treatments.
The following are normal processes for treatment of simple gastroenteritis that the vets will most likely ask you to perform if they are not concerned about an intussusception. Most pups will improve with these measures within a couple of hours, and it is easier to get a good response if this is done earlier rather than later.
1. Health check – check the temperature, gum colour, skin turgor (tenting), and gently feel the abdomen. We do not expect you to diagnose any conditions, just get a baseline to assess if treatments are working.
2. Prevomax™ - Give one dose of Prevomax™ via a subcutaneous injection according to the chart for body weight. 
3. Lectade™ - Give full strength Lectade™ via a syringe (no needle attached) into the mouth according to the Lectade™ chart for body weight. Ensure 1/2 Strength Lectade™ is available in the cage/ kennel.
4. Keep separated from rest of litter mates until 24 hours after vomiting has ceased and the pup is well in himself.
5. Monitor regularly for signs of deterioration and recontact vet if this occurs.
6. Blackhawk Puppy chicken – continue with same diet (feed through diarrhoea) but divide regular feed into smaller, more frequent meals. 
7. Pron8ureTM – 1gm/day on morning feed. 
8. Scourban™ - Give twice daily for 2-5 days. 

[bookmark: _Toc192833010]

[bookmark: _Toc224635997]Diarrhoea Protocol for Puppy Raisers
Your Guide Dog puppy may experience episodes of changing faecal consistency during their time with you. It is important for you to know what is normal and what isn’t, and when it is necessary to seek veterinary attention. 
Stools may vary in consistency within normal healthy dogs. Things such as diet or environmental change may also affect stool consistency. This is of particular concern with puppies who are still developing their normal gut flora.
In order to help identify and describe a stool sample, we use the Waltham Faecal Scoring System. As a general guide, a grade between 2.5 to 3.5 is considered acceptable. A grade 4 or above is considered diarrhoea and should be treated.
[bookmark: _Toc192833011]Uncomplicated Diarrhoea
This is diarrhoea (grade 4 or above) that is not associated with other signs of being unwell such as fever, vomiting, lack of energy or loss of appetite. 
As a general rule, this is not an emergency and can be dealt with as follows:
· Advise your PDA of the occurrence, particularly if happening for more than one bowel motion
· If the next bowel motion is normal, no treatment is required – just monitor
· If continued grade 4 or above, skip next meal to allow for some GI rest
· Ensure plenty of water and encourage to drink
· Continue with Blackhawk puppy chicken but divide regular diet into smaller, more frequent feeds (4-5x daily)
· Once the diarrhoea has resolved than can return to regular feeding regime
· Start Pron8ure in morning feed
· If there is no response or the dog progresses to complicated diarrhoea then contact the PDA and/or GDC Vet team to discuss.
[bookmark: _Toc192833012]Complicated Diarrhoea
This is diarrhoea associated with other signs of being unwell such as fever, vomiting, lack of energy or loss of appetite. The following may also occur:
· Blood in the stool
· Persists more than 3 days despite management (dogs > 12 weeks of age)
· Persists with no improvement for more than 12 hours (puppies < 12 weeks of age)
This is considered an emergency and requires veterinary attention. Contact the GDC Veterinary team and they will advised on further action. Please collect a faecal sample so that the vet team may perform further testing if required. 
If after-hours, then take your pup to the nearest Guide Dogs approved veterinarian.

[bookmark: _Toc192833013]

[bookmark: _Toc224635998]Feeding Adults with Blackhawk and Diarrhoea

1. Start with transition to Blackhawk Adult chicken and rice over 7 ds. 
a. If any loose stools develop – slow down to 14 day transition. 
b. If loose stools (grade 4 or below) persist on current feeding ratio for 3 days contact vet. Possible trial of psyllium.
c. If grade 5 develops, dog unwell or loose stools longer than 3 days then stop and contact vet.
2. Return to original diet that the dog had normal stools with for at least one week until stools normalise.
3. Next, trial transition to Blackhawk Grain Free Salmon (14-day transition). Follow as above.
4. Return to original diet that the dog had normal stools with for at least one week until stools normalise.
5. If still unable to get normal stools then trial Blackhawk Sensitive Skin and Gut over a 14 day transition. 
6. Return to original diet that the dog had normal stools with for at least one week until stools normalise.
7. Persistent GI issue after this require vet attention and likely prescription diet +/- further work up.

If dog is already on Adult food and has acute gastrointestinal disease (vomiting and diarrhoea)
1. Divide normal diet into 4-5 smaller meals and give throughout the day. E.G. If the dog normally gets 2 cups food in the evening, then give ½ cup at 9am, 12pm, 3pm and 6pm.
2. If the faeces are not improving, then contact vet and add psyllium and probiotics.
[bookmark: _Toc224635999]Bland Diet Feeding Guidelines
	Ingredient
	Ratio (volume)
	Ingredient
	Ratio (volume)

	Boiled chicken breast (no skin)
	1/3
	Boiled white rice
	2/3



[bookmark: _Toc224636000]Instructions
1. Fast the pup for one meal to allow the gut to rest.
2. Introduce small, frequent amounts of bland food to reduce nausea and improve diarrhoea.
3. Monitor, and if the pup is tolerating bland food, slowly increase the portion size over the next three scheduled meals.
4. Once the portion size is the same volume as you would normally feed Blackhawk kibble, continue until the pup has had normal bowel motions for 2 days.
5. Then begin transitioning to Blackhawk kibble using the Food transitioning guide.
[bookmark: _Toc224636001]Bland Diet Example 
If your pup is normally fed 2 cups of Blackhawk daily (500g kibble), aim to feed 2 cups of bland diet in the correct ratio (1/3 rice: 2/3 chicken) over 3 meals. 

	Day
	Time
	Food

	Day 1
	7am
	20g chicken + 40g rice

	
	11am
	40g chicken + 80g rice

	
	3pm
	60g chicken + 120g rice

	
	7pm
	60g chicken + 120g rice

	Day 2
	7am
	60g chicken + 120g rice

	
	1pm
	60g chicken + 120g rice

	
	7pm
	60g chicken + 120g rice

	Day 3
	7am
	60g chicken + 120g rice

	
	1pm
	60g chicken + 120g rice

	
	7pm
	60g chicken + 120g rice

	Day 4
	
	Start transition back to Blackhawk kibble




[bookmark: _Toc224636002]Food Transitioning Guidelines
This is a guideline on how to transition from different diets, back onto Blackhawk Chicken and Rice. For most dogs with mild, short term issues, the 7 Day Transition protocol should be all that is needed.
For those dogs that have had more long term problems, or that develop issues with the 7 Day transition, the 14 day Transition is more appropriate.




	7 Day Transition

	Day 1
	Blackhawk 25%
Original Diet 75%

	Day 2
	Blackhawk 25 %
Original Diet 75%

	Day 3
	Blackhawk 50%
Original Diet 50%

	Day 4
	Blackhawk 50%
Original Diet 50%

	Day 5
	Blackhawk 75%
Original Diet 25%

	Day 6
	Blackhawk 75%
Original Diet 25%

	Day 7
	Blackhawk 100%









	14 Day Transition

	Day 1
	Blackhawk 10%
Original Diet 90%

	Day 2
	Blackhawk 10%
Original Diet 90%

	Day 3
	Blackhawk 20%
Original Diet 80%

	Day 4
	Blackhawk 20%
Original Diet 80%

	Day 5
	Blackhawk 30%
Original Diet 70%

	Day 6
	Blackhawk 30%
Original Diet 70%

	Day 7
	Blackhawk 40%
Original Diet 60%

	Day 8
	Blackhawk 50%
Original Diet 50%

	Day 9
	Blackhawk 50%
Original Diet 50%

	Day 10
	Blackhawk 60%
Original Diet 40%

	Day 11
	Blackhawk 70%
Original Diet 30%

	Day 12
	Blackhawk 80%
Original Diet 20%

	Day 13
	Blackhawk 90%
Original Diet 10%

	Day 14
	Blackhawk 100%





[bookmark: _Toc224636003]Zoonotic Diseases 
[bookmark: _Toc224031438][bookmark: _Toc224636004]What is a Zoonotic Disease?
A zoonotic disease is a disease that is transmissible to humans. Any domestic animal may spread disease to people, although it is very rare for this to occur.
Basic hygiene practices, such as hand washing after handling animals and before eating, will assist to avoid spread of disease.
The risk is slightly higher for people with compromised immune systems such as people on chemotherapy, those with chronic diseases or women who are pregnant.
Some of the zoonotic diseases that could potentially cause a problem are listed below. 
Should you have any concerns or questions, please contact your Puppy Development Advisor or Whelp and Brood Stock Advisor.
[bookmark: _Toc224031439][bookmark: _Toc224636005]Salmonellosis
Salmonellosis is caused by the bacteria, Salmonella, and is the most common cause of food poisoning in people.
Dogs can develop Salmonella gastroenteritis from eating raw or undercooked meat. After eating raw meat or bones, dogs can become carriers and shed Salmonella bacteria into the environment for extended periods of time, even if they have never become ill themselves.
If that dog then becomes one of our breeding dams, they can shed Salmonella in their milk or faeces during the whelping period, which can cause severe illness and even death in our most vulnerable pups, along with potential contamination to those people handling the litter.
For more information, please see the following fact sheet
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/Salmonellosis.aspx
[bookmark: _Toc224031440][bookmark: _Toc224636006]Campylobacteriosis
Campylobacteriosis is another form of bacterial gastroenteritis in people. Spread of the bacteria occurs usually through contaminated food or water sources, although dogs that have been fed raw meat can also shed the bacteria in their faeces. 
Handling dogs that have been fed raw meat or had access to contaminated water can cause illness in people if routine hygiene practices are not followed.
For more information, please see the following fact sheet
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/Campylobacteriosis.aspx
[bookmark: _Toc224031441][bookmark: _Toc224636007]Worms
Dogs can be a potential source of roundworm, hookworm, tapeworm or whipworm infection in people.
Signs of roundworm infection in people are dependent on the location of the roundworm larvae. The larvae can migrate to any part of the body.
Roundworm infection can be transmitted through the faeces of the dog, so routine hygiene in people and regular worming of animals will prevent infection.
Hookworm infection in people is usually caused by the larvae penetrating the skin and migrating under the skin. Regular worming of animals will prevent contamination of the environment.
Hydatid tapeworm in people is generally caused by ingestion of contaminated undercooked meat. It can cause cysts to develop in regions of the body.
Flea tapeworm in people is usually transmitted through ingestion of fleas or lice. Regular worming and flea preventatives will prevent infection.
[bookmark: _Toc224636008]Q Fever
Q fever is an illness caused by a bacterial infection, usually spread through whelping ruminant animals, but rarely by infected dogs and cats, through handling infected placentas or birthing fluids. It can also be spread through drinking of unpasteurized milk, or handling of wool, straw or hay.
Approximately half of all human infections are asymptomatic and some people have flu-like symptoms. Most people do not require treatment and gain life-long immunity after exposure. Occasionally a person may have extended illness or complications.
Vaccination is recommended for those at risk.
Dogs and cats become infected through eating infected placentas or newborns of wildlife, rabbits and rodents, or through transference from ticks.
Further information can be found through the following link.
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/Q-Fever.aspx
[bookmark: _Toc224031442][bookmark: _Toc224636009]Leptospirosis  
Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease that can be spread through animals and rodents to humans.  Dogs and people can become infected when the bacteria penetrates the body through cuts, or through drinking contaminated water or eating contaminated food. Dogs can ingest the bacteria when being fed raw meat and offal or rodents, swimming in or drinking from stagnant water or eating contaminated food.
The disease in dogs usually develops with a fever, then inflammation of the liver and possibly kidneys. Death can result. In humans, the disease can result in liver or kidney failure, meningitis and haemorrhage. Occasionally it can cause chronic fatigue or chronic eye inflammation.
You can reduce the risk of infection in people and dogs by; not feeding raw meat to animals, use routine hygiene such as hand washing on a regular basis, control rat populations without using rat baits (baits and deceased rodents are poisonous to dogs), avoid swimming in or drinking water that can be contaminated with rodent urine.
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/factsheets/Pages/leptospirosis.aspx 
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